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REVELATION of the GOSPEL. 



I CORIHTH. i. 21. 

T^r afier tbat^ in the Wifdom of Gody the Jf^crU hy 
fVifdom knew not Gody itpleafed God hy the foolijb^ 
nefs of freaching to Jave them that believe. 

WE leam from this Chapter, ind fcveral 
other places of the New Tcltamcnt, that 
the Jews and Gentiles urged difierent 
^tnedions agdnft Cbrillianicy, arifing from their 
refpeiftive charadters and prejudices. The Learned 
among the Gentiles (to whom the Apoflle's difcourle 
here refers) entertained very lofty notions of the 
excellency of their philofophy, and of the noble ef* 
feds it was. capable of producing. According to 
their views^ it was the only correftor of ignorance 
,and vice, and the only conductor to truth and vir« 
tue: It alone formed great and good men : It af- 
forded the only true means of enlightening and re- 
1 ^ forming 
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forming the world, "ftl their opinion, it wns 
excellent not only upon account of the matter, 
but alfo of the manner. They admired the ac- 
curacy ^nd ftrepcth of iu reafoqings, and thci>eauty 
and elegance or ihe expcdlioils^ Oa'xhefe iotounts^ 
they bellowed on it the honourable appellation of 
fVifdomy and from the force of thefe prejudices in 
favour of it, they accounted the Gofpel fooliflmefe, 
becaufe unlike to it^la^ltreipofts. 

The method which the Gofpel propofed, of in- 
ftrudling and reforming the world by faith, and not 
by philofophical theories, by illiterate fifhermen and 
pot byJfcaiJi;ed,phik>(bF^r^^ wpj i^.-.th^irj yieyr^ % 
verylfoolifli one, and which muft m ihe* event prove 
unfuccefsful. They defpifed too the plain and artlefs 
fimplicity of the ftile of the Gofpel, when compared 
with their laboured com pofitious and ftudied elo- 
quence. The Aj^oftle alTuming it' as a certain prin- 
piple,-Tha? the true knowledge of God, was tl^e 
beft foundation oil which real religion and virfUe, 
and the moll valuable reformation and improvements 
among mankind, could be built, replies to the ob- 
jeiTlions of the Gentiles in the words of the text. 
For after thutyin the wifdsmof God (i.v/in the myi|fc- 
rioas counfels of the Divine Will,) /iv W^r/i by^f- 
dom {Le, by their own reafon and philofophy^ knew 
mt God^ it pleajed God by tbt fooltjbn^ ^df frisib- 
ing t& fave them that brieve* 

In which words, there are two main alTertions* 
-Firfty That the much admired wifdoni' of the phi- 
iofopheri failed in a very ^flential point, the leading 
the world to the true kno\f ledge of God. 

Secondly J That tlie doiftrine of the Gofpel, which 
they contemned, is ordained in the wildom of God 
-to be the e£fbdual means of enlightening 'and faving 
thofe wlM>.bclicye it. ^- . ' - 
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' All tl^ }& further intended at prefeot, is tB offer 
kmc obfery^ions for the illuilration or cpnfirmation 
pif the Aippftie's two afTer^iopf ; and t)ie^y if time 
will aUow, to paint out Ifotnc of tlie praAio)! in* 
ftru(Sionst (fuite^ to the occafion of our ineectng) 
arifing fro^ yrhox tt^sH be f^ifl. 
. I. The ^rft aflertion is, That Ti^' ff^crUfy ff^f^ 

. As tl^ Apc^te was 9 pian of unquefti^nablc in- 
t^rl^B ^ : l^bd the bsft oiiporcunities of hcina 
fully ac<i«amted with the (late of the Heathen worlcC 
Iris jDrlliin^y;, a^ to this charge of ignoram^e againil; 
}t, jnight/i^ly he relied upon. But there i$ im 
n^ dr fcfting the evidence of it upop |ii$ jcftiipony, 
however jt^en^r^ble and wordiy of credjc iq all ^e** 
&e^. , : £wry one who is acquainted with ,the hU 
^ory pf. ikP iaptiejEit world, mu(V acknowledge, tfiat 
f^ fiMOy 9ffi$ Wore Cbrift it afTords the mod in;^ 
p&MC^kin pfw(^ from &4St, that the great body of 
foankind h$d not that tnie knowledge of God which 
^ OsT CpilW direift them to ^purity either of manners 
or of woffiup. It is troct that the greaceft part of 
the Pliilorophers acknowkc^^d one Supreme God ; 
"^t they taught at the fame time, and with the 
faiae (Jiioerity, the do^rine of many fubordinate 
Deities, to whom worlhip was to be given ; and, 
which is ftill worfe, fome of thefc inferior Gods, 
ia the opinion of the people, and even of fome of 
fh* Philolbphers themfeles, were of tlie moft wicked 
atid tmiQoral characters imaginable. Some of them 
were lewd and intemperate, others were envious and 
malignant, or 6erce and cruel, real Demons in tlio 
worft fenfc of the word. This dillindion of good 
' pnd evil Deities, was acknowledjged in all Heathen 
nations, and the bad ones were worfliippcd not only 
with rites, but with aiSiQBs correfpondent to their. 

charafters. 
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charaAcrs. Hence not only prayers to kindle the 
fire of impure love, but profticutions were aQthorif> 
ed adts of religion in honour of certain deities* 
Hence the barbarous combats of gladiators, to ap« 
peafe the ghofts of the deceafed, and human facrin* 
ces to render the gods of cruel difpofltions propiti- 
ous. Hence too the prevailing praAice of magical 
rites and ceremonies, and fome of them of the mod: 
horrid and ihocking kind, by which the worfhippers 
of the Genii and Demons pretended to maintain com- 
munion with them, and even to have the power of 
compelling them to do whatever they defired. 
There is abundant evidence from antienc hiftoiy, 
that not only the vulgar, but learned Philofophers 
dnd great Emperors, were addided, almoft to mad- 
Befs, to thefe abfurd or abominable n)agical charms 
and operations. Thus vice was recommended to the 
Imitation of the worfhippers by the immoral chara* 
Aers of the Gods, and the foundations of Polytheifm 
and Idolatry were laid upon Philofophical principles. 
It was the natural confequence of this ftate of things^ 
that a Supreme Deity, tho* acknowledged in fpe* 
culation, would not be regarded and glorified as 
God, either in common life, or in the exercifes of 
religion. The homage and devotion due to him 
v^as intercepted by the perpetual attention to the fur- 
prifing variety of facrifices and other facred rites 
prefcribed to be performed to vaft multitudes of falfc 
and imaginary deities. And in all thefe numberlefs 
$fts of worftiip to them, there was little of any ul* 
timate reference to the Supreme Deity injoin^ in 
theh: Theological or Philofophical theories, and in 
the common ^radice there was none at all : So that 
the Sovereigfr God^ tho* acknowledged in theory, 
was entirely forgotten, and neglefted in the forms 
of religion. To which itiimybe added, that the 
; ; conceptions 
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cencept^ms the generality of the HettheiTv^AfKI hsd 
farmed cS the chancer ami moral gbvemotont of 
the Sapreme Deity, were fo erroneous or defeAivc, 
or fo unfettkd md fluAuating, that they couM hoc 
have any fteady eAsA to promote virtuous practice 
in the common traiii of life, or to admiilil>d- folid 
confdation in the feafons of diflrefs, or in the hour 
of death. 

' In juftice to the Heathen world, it muft be own*- 

cd) that many of the Philo(bt^ers» and men of edu» 

cration, difcemed the immorality and abfurdity of the 

fabulous ftories of the Poets concerning the Gods^ 

ctmdemned the literal fenfe of them as faJfe and im* 

pious, and eameftly wiibed that fome retormatioii 

bad been made on the eftabliflied religion as to thefe 

points : But, at the fame time, they midntained the 

c&ndal princhples e{ Polytheirm, on which the 

whole fyftem of Idolatry and 5uperftiti<Ml was founds 

cd. A few particular Phildbphers, or perhaps the 

whole fed of the Epicureans, threw off indreiy the 

common dodtrines of Pofytheifni, and ran into the 

contrary extreme of Atheifm and Impiety. But all 

thefe Philofophers, who retained any grave and fe* 

rious fenfe of things, unif<brmty taught the dt)drine 

of Subordinate Deities, and of the worlhip due to 

them. If the time alloted for thi$ difcourfe, or the 

nature of it, would permit us to take 2^ furvey of the 

Philofophers from their firft appearance in Greece, 

about nve hundred years before our Saviour, till 

their reputation and influence intirely funk about five 

hundred years aftei* him, it might be fliown, that 

during the whole courfe of that long period, they 

were fo far from correding the genius and fpirit erf 

Paganifm, that they rather encouraged and promoted 

it both by their principles and pfaftice. And riarti- 

coU'rty it would appear^ that after Chriftianity beg^an 

' ' ' " vifibly 
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PhUoioi^rs were the 4M^^;KBkM}S/prof}[f<^ 

tkm of iJl who oppofed k. So U^ac 4)f Aipoftl^'^ 
•flfertipn, that $k ^imU-lff'Vi^lm'h^ 
lioMs crufl) ?iot only as,Co;th^ vjulgWi ,^ ^ ^JtlM 
leaf a^ jP(i{IofiDpheris 'CHer^^lnF^t S«i9i«^9furped)^€ii| 
have endeavoured to prove, that the unity -pf^gQd 
Wm^awghtlj and the ^frpi? ai P^tfef if^fi -war^.^c- 
tofted, 49 ^ofe facr^i»yfl3?pes^,tl>^ ^[paf|i§ii8j in|^ 
whieh felp^ pcrfons oq^.wore imcjsijfe^. , T}i</ fhi^ 
Iboald Irf iiipp^fed to be;true, Jt wiU ^t jn%^|(d#K 
the i^ioftie's «iIertion, T\^ t^ V>^ h f^fH^ 
Imew m$ Qfd. For it nwft be ackwwl^dgfl4, ^hsf M 
«annot benMichtotheJaKKPtrof t^el^^ 
iO^«rft of ihcmyfteripw: riicsi to flwiiipi}! j^e grqafl^ 
|pm 0f mankind from the .knowle^ ,p^f ti^^^iAft 
imppftanc tratli$» afid tbjpoiiifofuoii::^ 4( iMy:^ 
ffi^^ «li^' tbe feal of t^ mpft S^spMii^raM? Ifcr^ 
It'certri% difeovers^5^ro<we bcttevpkjnit,.Ai»P?^iJ^ 
ifllteKefl^ and ^oble J^rk i« ikt ^<mkf^^ fS^9 
|ewil| and Chriftian f0l^on, tp fr^fWilgatfi. ith? 
truth <o all mankinds Bufi whetMf! tW ^i^lff 
Pfsir^ ?i^as taught in the ftyfteries f^iiUtiOTiOt I^^ 
wrbether it was tapght iu iany ptbcp: feo^ th^ WM 
Maerally done by the Ph^fo^FSs qi^.be doalK«d« 
For it is higbly i^probablet that t;be «f rgfs of f i^y* 
tbeifei,' or, at Icaft, aU ijbe errors ^f ?olytMrm» 
Hrere 4ete<aed in thefe . facfed rises- Tbft the Ini* 
tiated perfevered in the belief and i:n the firor^ik^^ 
H plunalityof Gods, feeais^fio bQUtanifefl: beyond all 
grcmnds of doubt. It is t laoft undc^bble fa6b| tint 
H * fea of Fhilofopbisrsj iwmqrous, poyi^erfiil and 

. ^liihing 

* littar Matoiiifb. Jolian ^Sin|pefor, tho' m tdh^rcr of tbt 
myfterle*, aooortSmg lotbe teaunony^^f a Heachcp Bitomn an 
admirer ^ his charader, continued tO bclitfe ia as many Gods as 
die Poets had defcribed. 
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flpusifluDg iffiimral c«nMmQs« who wete gfntfaii 
mttMi. q£ (be myitcrieai> aiM) moft.scalqua to be ad- 
mitted Oltothoiiu ^ercAt tfee.fame tioic (hftrvTdradft 

wwiitiQ tho,w*^ta aiukni pWofopbyt: biit ddy t0 

WQW tbltitbf i Apo^efs aff^ciQfl is confirmed by: my- 

i}oul»if^>fs^iftiu. U is bitf jttft (Q 0(Wiw Jthat tbevtii* 

twgi^. i)t /jttw: Fbik)ibpber& cont^o. nMnv/ ox(;dknt 

tru^JMtiftM femimeQca^ fmd prcmpte t)oih Df tbc 

J»^r4: aqide««w kind» wtlJcli.aro.YfejyL worthyti of 

•tbc^kifQm atieotkm and jmrtffal of QbtiftiaiK.. * It ik 

»at«r «C:jq{fti fcgffct, Uui( tbom wm ap t>i|n})er mo^ 

tfcfld gf prOpa^tfiogtbfsfe i»OMS/u)dinorabih0brfa^[^^ 

fnmg tiijt pe«M)le m.Hiachta comprtes^ dndthM^ 

^H>' xkfiH hid, : MCHt thtiy: cmld . not Jiami had, Mie^ 

lM&4(pcftMpMtiMir,iQU^, icogt^^ Ait)(eiidd>aiid 

corrupted with tbeloweft and moft abominable ibp;ih 

<^io«|^ J((>l|iay4wj«ftlj^d4Uk«c4,if«venthQ*meii 

irf. Icwnirtg wwnwttpii iiWTf : atokf ta prctoa-themf- 

ff^ves iirwt tbo. Cprfuflting. ipfiuence or. the low and 

ixoiCffii^jC^^ti^i^.s ot titt Qodtf.wiuMDtthc^ tboi^ 

It.iQ«y Ik»:I«ic4M CQofidMed a&.a..ftroQgjp(diuih 
]^0(t<^ tb^^rach of, tbftiApioftle^aArtion^ rhacas 
tiwfq^oif )iwilibd. before. Ghiifti wht) wejrc left* to 
.their oMTji. yn&^Qm^ ^ POt ^tsuio to. the; . tnid;kjuH»- 
J^dge.of ClAd; in Mq nuime^ thbfe whohtw dch 
Hy^ m.ligbt.lKPift Jim finf e! that • timfn Iwre ^b^ 
- : , - ' .:,... and 

• Wn Afpr^^M tbe Ump9W..J^Tvm .{unmaadyi.tAi tlie 
\4$ififtai€\ tbat, <ho* henuu ctlcbr m^ /or p^fooal Q|i«ft^ <#^ 1^ 
^tcrity'of manners, j^et he kept fwvins of pr^ltitu^ and d^ 
•tmocbtes pnbiicly about bis C^rt, and even near Ms p^ribn, in the 
time 6f piibUc cercmoiiiet. Tlkr« baf beon no other accegnt 
Ipve* of this; hcq<^ftfiiqr. h)iit AiichtjtliQighi hiiiftVjiMipd «> 
j()ew theifi refpe£t, and do them honoor, at perions confccratcd to 
ttie Ooddtis Veaof^ mhI other Dcitiei of the likt charaAcr. 
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ind are ftill in th& fiimc ftate of dtrknefs, as ta 
tbis gr^ac foundation of all religious knowkdgi. 
Our blefled Saviour declared, Match, xi. 27. TJbai 
mo wum knowab tin Paihir but tbi Satfj and hi to wbotm* 
foever the Son will reveal bim. This may be confider* 
ed as a prediction : Add in this view it has been fuf« 
£ciently verified by the event, h cannot be fliown^ 
•that during all the long period fince the firli appear^ 
flnce of Chriftianity, any one kingdom, great or 
imali, any one city, village or communing, has ac« 
tamed to juft notions of the Divine Pertedions, to 
comfcHtaUe views of Divine Providence, to pa« 
ri^ of wor(hip, to a per&d fyitem of morals, or 
to fteady hopes of immortality, without the aid of 
Gofpel-Ught* Surely the experience of near foor 
tboufand years, mult be admitted as a latisfadtory 
proof, if not of the infufficiency, at leaft of the on* 
iucce&fulne& oi humaa reafon, in matters of re* 
4igion. 

As to the abftraA queftions, how fisur the 
powers of the human mind could go in finding out 
the truths of religion ; ather how far one man, who 
jexercifes his reafon to the befl: advantage, could go; 
or how far the joint inquiries of a fociety of m.n 
taking; the advantage ot the obfervations and dif- 
coveries of their predeceflbrs, could carry their re* 
fearches ; it is very difficult, and no way materia, 
to refolve them. The only qucftion of real impor- 
tance is concerning the fadt, namely. Whether, not- 
withftanding the vaft powers of the human mind 
difcovered by great improvements, made in many 
beneficial branches of knowledge, fttch as Geometry, 
Aftronomy, Legiflation, Morals and Arts, yet 
mankind did not flill continue in fuch a deplorable 
ilate of darkaefs with regard to religious knowledge, 
as rendered the revelation of the Gofpel abfolutely 
\ . ' ncceffary 
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rieccflary to accomplilh the graciogs dcfigns of Pro^ 
Vidence, and as affords the highefl ground of thank. '^ 
falnefs, for Jefus Chrilt, the unfpeakable gift of 
God ? Every candid perfon who is acquainted with 
the date of religion in the Heathen world, even iii 
its moll enlightned times, will be at no lofs how to 
anfwer this qucltion. 

It is not intended td enter into the examination of 
the fpeculatiVe queftion, How far the light of nature 
can go. It may not perhaps be improper, to offer 
fome general obfervacions relating to it. 

In the firll place, let it be obferved. That we can- 
not certainly conclude from what the Philofophers 
have aftually taught, that fo far the unaided light of 
Reafon has gone, becaufe we find fome of the oldcil and 
beft Pbilofophers acknowledging, that they did not 
invefligate fome of their moll important Dodlrines, 
but received them from antient Traditions. It may 
further defcrve our attention, that thefe firft fages, 
who were not fo puffed up with conceited notions ot 
the power of their own reafon, as to rejedl all tradi- 
tionary opinions, fpoke frequently more juftly and 
more worthily of Deity and Providence, and with 
lefs hefitation of a future ftate, than their SucceiTors, 
whofe pride of underftanding made them depend fole- 
ly.^n the ftrength of their own reafoning. 

It is ftill further obfefvable, that we find thefe 
more antient Philofophcrs exprelBng fometimes in 
very pathctical terms, a deep fenfe of the uncertain- 
ly of their own reafonings, and of their need of a 
better guide. Nay, fometimes they difcovcr ardent 
wilhes at leaft, if not fome faint expcftatioris of a 
Divine Inftrudlor. Thefe things are ftrong pre- 
furaptions, that fome of the befl doftriries of antient 
Philofophy, were rather derived from old traditions 

C which 
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which were lorig held venerable, than found out by 
Philofophical difquintions. 

Again, let us further cpnfider, that it is no eafy 
matter, to us who dwell in the midft of light, even 
to form a conception of the obfcurity, confufion and 
uncertainty, which may have perplexed the thoughts 
of the moft knowing men in the ages of darknefs. 
When we refleft upon the difadvantages of their fitu- 
ation, wc may fee ground to conclude, that it re- 
quired greater efforts of reafoning than we are apt 
upon firrt thoughts to imagine, to afcertain even 
fome points which are commonly looked upon as very 
obvious. For inftance, the great fundamental do- 
ftrine of the Unity of God is commonly confidcred as 
extremely plain and evident, even from reafon. But 
to judge with more fairnefs of the obvioufnefs of the 
evidence for it, let us candidly attend to the argu- 
ments which the moft approved modern reafoners 
employ to eftablifh it. They ufe two forts of argu- 
ments, namely, Metaphyfical ones, and others taken 
from the unity of defign every where apparent in the 
conftitution of the univerfe, and in the ftrudlurc of 
particular beings. The firft kind of arguments, it wiH 
be admitted, are too abftraded and refined to produce 
a firm conviftion, or indeed any conviftion at all in 
the minds of the generality of mankind; and the 
fecond fort of them could not have any great or ge- 
neral effeA in the earlier ages of the world, before 
Philofophy was cultivated, and the fyftem of the 
univerfe inquired into. And even after Philofophy 
is advanced to a confiderable degree of perfedion, 
few enter fo deeply into Philofophical difcoveries as 
to feel the whole force of arguments drawn from 
them. Perhaps one would not err much who 
fhould aflert, that the Belief of one Supreme Deity, 
fo far as it did prevail in the Heathen world, was ra- 
ther 
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ther owing to fomc anticnt traditions ori the pdnt, 
or to a fup(X)fed refemblancc betwixt human govern* 
mcnts, and the government of the miiverfc, than to 
any foltd and convincing arguments drawn from the 
depths of Philofophyv It might in like manner be 
fliown, after all that Philofophy in its highcft ftatc of 
improvement has been able to fuggeft in proof of o- 
thcr points of the atmoft importance, better and 
more fatisfaAory evidence, and more adapted to the 
capacity and iituation of the greateft part of mankind 
are ftill wanting and carnciHy wilhed for, by every 
one who retains a ferioos and devout fcnfe of his pre* 
fenc ftate of darknefs, imperfe^on and mcurtaKty. 
> ^ That we may fee whether the Gofpel affords 
any grounds of fatisfaAton, with regard to points of 
great importance to the peace of the human mind^ 
or any grounds more level to every capacity ; let 
us proceed to confider the Apoftte's fecond a&rtioH 
in the text. 

n. We now proceed to the fecond aflerticm of the 
Apoftle in the text, hpleafed God^ by the foolifimefs 
of preachings to fave than that believe : This aflertioil 
implies principally three things. Firft^ That the 
fchcme of falvation thro' faith in the revelation of 
the gofpel, is a wife one. Secondly^ That it is an 
effeftual one. And Thirdly^ That the execution of 
it is a chief object of Divine Providence. Let us 
confider each of thefe in their order. 

As to the j(?r/?. The Apoftle indeed, in the language 
of the conceited pretenders to wifdom in thofe days, 
calls it fooliflmefs ; yet at the fame time he plainly in- 
timates, that what they called foolifhnefs, was in 
reality the moft perfeft wifdom ; and in the vcrfcs 
following the text, he exprefly calls it the Wifdom of 
God. It muft be obvious at firft fight, that the ex- 
hibition 
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hibkion of the wifdom of this fcheme in the mofl ejtt 

tenfive view of it, as laid before the foundation of the 

V^orld, and as carried on in a continued progrefs, and 

an amazing variety of fteps from the nrft apoftacy 

till the reuitutiop of all things, is an undertaking to 

which none of the fons of men are equal. The full 

difplay of the ))eauty and njarvelous wifjipm of it ii^ 

its wonderful contrivance, and woqderful execution 

frpm the beginning, to its final accon^plilhment, mufl: 

be reieryed for a fund of everlafling entertainment in 

the jregipns of perfed knowledge. It is owt duty, in 

our preiept flate, to contemplate the. obvious and 

ftriking wifdom of thofe great lipcs of it, which arc 

clearly revealed, and are eafily comprehepded. Every 

one ki)Ows, that wifdom confifts in chufing (he ^loi^ 

proper njeans (o accomplifh the beft ends. The 

great end propofed.by the Gofpel Revelation, is the 

peliverance of mankinc) from a Itate of darknefs, cor* 

ruption ai]d guilt, and faiiing thep tp a fta^e of light, 

purity and favour with God* 

Whether we cppfider, Firji^ The matter of this 
yeyelation, or Secondly, The method of communi- 
pating it, and confirming }ts truth, we Ihall dif- 
(cern all poffiblc marks of the higheft >vifdom. Firji, 
The matter of this revelation, may be fummed up 
pnder the two heads of docftripes and precepts. 
With regard to the doftrincs, let if be obferved, that 
Jt is npt thp intention of tlicm to inftrudi us in the 
knowledge of every thing that may be really ufeful 
to us with rpfpcft to- the intcrells of this prefent 
life, far lefs of every fhipg which from cufiofity we 
piay have g mighty defire to know. The Gofpel 
Revelfition' confiders mankind in tjieir higheft ca- 
pacity, as the rational and accountable fubjeds of 
pod, and a^ capable both of prefent and future hap- 
pipcfs or piifery according to thcjr bchayiovjr : Anji 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Jt is the chief, if not the fole dcfign of ir, to give 
us thcfe views and impreffions of our nature, of our 
(late, of the perfedions, the counfels, the laws, and 
the government of God, which under the influence 
of Divine grace are the immediate means of the 
purity, of the comfort, and of the moral order and 
perfedion of our fouls. , As we are corrupted and 
difordered, our natures are incapable of their true 
happinefs till they are purified and reftored to order. 
As we are guilty and mortal creatures, we can have 
no true confdation without the hopes of pardon, 
and immortality. It is evident therefore, that the 
chief ufe and excellence of the doftrines of revelation 
muft lie in the influence they have upon the fanfti* 
fication, and confolation of our hearts : And indeed, 
the whole ftrain of the Scriptures (hows us, that 
^hefe are the great ends of all the difcoveries of the 
Gofpel. Our Saviour evidently fuppofes that truth 
is of a purifying nature when he prays, * SanSify 
them tbr(f thy truth : thy word is truth. The A« 
poftle teaches the fame dodtrine, when he aflerts, -f 
that God hath from the beginning chofen us to fd* 
vation^ thrd fanSiification of the fpirit and belief of 
the truth: The Apoftle John, after fpeaking of th? 
jruths of the Gofpel, adds, % ^hefe things write we unto 
you, that' your joy may be full. And indeed it muft 
be obvious to every one who attends to the natural 
operation of truth upon the minds of men, that it i^ 
not the precepts of Chriftianity, but the truths of it, 
which are the direft and immediate means of purify- 
ing and comforting their hearts. It is not, for in- 
ftance, the precept. Love not the viorld, but it is 
the clear difcernment of the* truth, that worldly 
things are vain and infufficient for happinefs, which 
is the cfledlual mean of abating our too ardent love and 

purfui{ 

♦ John xvii. 17. f 2 Thef. ii. 13. J i John i. ^. 
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purfuit of them. It is not the precept, Humhle your- 
feiviSy but it is the clear view and lively iraprcffion 
of the truth of our ftate, as dependent, weak, indi- 
gent, depraved, and guilty creatures, that produces 
a humble temper of mind. It is not the command 
To love God with all your hearts^ but it is a 
full view of the truth of the Divine charaftcr 
as excellent and perfed in the higheft degree, 
which is the natural means of kindling the 
facred flame of love in our breafts. It is not 
the precept, Rejoice in the Lord Jefus^ but it 
is the belief of the truth, as to his glorious charaftcr 
and undertaking, and the mighty benefits we enjoy 
and hope to enjoy by him, which excites real joy 
in our hearts. Here then lies the excellency and 
wifdom of the doftrines of the Gofpel, that they 
tally exaftly with the prefent ftate of mankind, and 
arc admirably adapted, (with the concurrence of 
Divine aflillance, which we are encouraged to a(k) 
to cure every difeafe, every diforder of the human 
heart, to beget, to cherilh and confirm, every pure, 
every virtuous, every pious difpofition, and to cfta- 
blifli our fouls in peace and joy. Every one muft 
be fenfible that the bounds prefcribed for this dif- 
courfe will not permit me to take all the doftrincs 
of Chriftianity under confideration, and to fhow that 
the firm belief of each of them has a natural tendency 
to cleanfe us from the filthinefs of the flefh and 
fpirit, and to perfeft in us true holinefs, and fpiritual 
joy. We may juft mention a few inftances for the 
illuftration of the point. 

Thus, is it a certain faft, that mankind are at pre- 
fent in \ ftate of corruption, and at the fame time 
apt to be infenfible of the mifery and danger of it 
under the government of God ? Surely nothing can 
be conceived more fit to awaken them to a juft fenfe 

of 
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of their condition, than a meffenger from Heaven 
cloathcd with the authority of God, fctting before 
thera the intrinfick malignity and mifery of fin, and 
the certain, the dreadful and eternal confequcnces of 
continuhig in the love and pradice of it. If vre 
could defcend to a particular view of the feveral dif- 
orders and corruptions of the' fouls of men, it were 
eafy to ihow» that the firm belief of the dodrines of 
the Gofpel, is the natural and the beft antidote or re* 
medy for each of them : And particularly it might be 
Ihown, that the clear and full manifeitation which 
the Gofpel has given of the cbarader of God, and 
the law5 of his moral government, and of the terms 
of falvation, are admirably calculated to root out 
the principles of fupcrilition, and of all falfe no- 
tions dellruftive to the virtue and happinefs of 
mankind, and to plant in their room thofe principles 
which have a natural tendency to promote their vir- 
tue, their perfedion and felicity. But this would be 
a fubjed more proper for a pradical treatife, than a 
fingle fermon. Every one who has a juft value for 
the dodlrines of the Gofpel, and who takes pleafurc 
10 the contemplation of Divine Wifdom, will trace 
out with great delight, the natural operations and 
ciFeds of the truths of revelation, on the hearts of 
thofc who really believe them. 

Again, are mankind in a ftate of guilt ? Is 
there a fenfe of guilt and dread of the Divine 
diipleafure fo univerfal among mankind, in fomc 
degree or other, that it may be confidered as a 
charaderiftick of the fpecies ? Are the minds of all 
forts of men, from the moft learned Philofophers down 
to the greateft Savages, fubjed on fome occafions 
and fome ferious moments, to fuch remorfe as makes 
them wifti for fome method of expiating their offen- 
ces ? Arc the minds even of the moll enlightned men, 

thefQ 
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thefe who have the higheft ftandardof moral pcrfefti- 
on and the quickeft fenfe of duty, fo confcious of the 
guilt of fins of lefTer malignity, and of the omifEohs 
of what they ought to have done, that they dread 
what the confcquences may be under the government 
^ of a God of perfed holinefs ? Does not this fenfe of 
guilt fometimes rife to fuch a degree of anxiety as 
greatly to difturb, and fometimes even to diftrad the 
minds of men ? Does the force of this natural fenti- 
ment appear not only in individuals, but in the focie- 
ties of mankind? Have atonements of one fort or 
another, for averting the difpleafure of Deity, been 
cftaWifiicd in all national religions in all ages of the 
world? What can be conceived more admirably 
fitted to give relief and confolation to the heart of' 
man, alarmed with the fears of deferved punifli- 
ment, than the dodtrines of the gofpcl, f that God 
is in Cbrifi^ reconciling the world unto bimfelfy 
and not imputing to men their trefpajfes^ and that 
Jefus Chrift, by his obedience and humiliation to 
death, even the death of the crofs, has offered up % an 
atonement of the higheft dignity and nioft perfeft 
and extenfive efficacy, of which the Great God, and 

merciful 

t 2 Cor. V. 19. 

X There is reafon to fafpefl that fome are prejadiced agaioft 
the do£trine of Jefus Chrift's being the propitiation for the fin» 
of the world, from a wrone notion of it, as implying that God 
was rendered merciful and placable by it, when he was other- 
wife before : Whereas it is the clear and undifputed dodrine of the 
gofpel, that God is eflentially benign and merciful ; and that the 
propitiation is {0 far from oeing the caufe of the Divine mercy, 
that it is the effeA of it: It was theefTendal mercy of the Divine 
Nature, which moved him to appoint the atonement, abd to accept 
of it. The atonement thro* the blood of Jefas, is the method 
chofen by infinite wifdom of extending his eUential mercy to peni- 
tents, in a way perfe£tly confident with the parity, the righteouf- 
nefsi the order and dignity of his moral government. 
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tnercifiil Governor of the world, has given the higheft 
tcllimony of his acceptance. 

The time will not allow me to point out in what 

a variety of ways, and with what Divine wifdom^ 

this doftrine of Chrillianity, with the other doftrines 

of the exaltation of Jefus to be a Prince and Saviour, 

connected with it, arc calculated to promote both tho 

purity and joy of the hearts of the children of men- 

Let it only be obferved, that the peculiar dodrines of 

our peace and acceptance with God thro' Jcfus Chrill, 

and that the only acceptable method of approaching 

to God in religious worfliip, is in the name of Jefus, 

have a native tendency to bear down that vanity^ 

pride and felf -confidence, fo apt to arife in the heart 

of man, and to beget and preferve that humility of 

mind, which is the only true foundation, on which 

the whole fuperftrudure of the virtues of the Chrifti- 

an life can be raifed. The ferious and habitual ienfe 

of tbofe important truths, muft carry along with it 

an humbling impreflion of our guilt and unworthinefs^ 

while at the fame time it folaces our hearts, with the 

exalting hopes of the favour of God, and of chat 

eternal life, which is his gift thro' Jcfus Chrift. 

We cannot conclude this head, without obferving 

the confpicuous wifdom of the appointment of the 

one Mediator the fole Head, the fole Law-giver and 

Judge of his Church. It was a very anticnt predifti- 

on concerning him, that to him the gathering ef the 

people Jbould bCy Gen. xlix. lo. There is a later one 

to the fame purpofe, John xi. ^2. That be Jbculd ga- 

ther together in one^ the children of God^ that were 

fcattered abroad. The whole New Teftamcnt is 

full of this do*5lrine, that he is the head in whcm all 

fulnefs dwells. He himfelf foretold, that when he 

Jhould be lifted up^ he would draw all men after him. 

It is evident to every one, that the reducing of m^u 

D under 
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under one great head, is the moft natural meaa of 
uniting them to one another, and to the great God 
and Father of all. The moft ordinary obfervati(Mi of 
the world, will convince every one what a mighty 
power the attachment to one chief in learning, in 
arts or in government always has, to bind men 
together in aiFecJlion, and friendly Ibcicty. This 
is the efPedt of it, when there is nothing but joint 
admiration, without dependence and expeftations; 
but the effcft is much flronger, when there is a great 
dependence and hopes of many great advantages com- 
mon to all, from the power and favour of the leader. 
How much more then muft the fubjecHng of man- 
kind to one great and glorious Head* for whom they 
have the higheft venerations from whom they have 
received the moft invaluable benetits, and on whom 
all their future hopes depend, contribute to unite 
them in the ftridlell bonds of friendlhip. Here are 
all poffible motives to the moft hearty and entire 
union ; here are no fources of diviiion and dificnfion 
from competition of intereft or rivalftiip in the favour 
of the Prince. All faithful fubjefts are equally affur- 
ed of his favour and protedion, and of being con- 
dufted forward to final felicity and glory under his 
Divine adminiftration. Perhaps it will be aflced. 
Since it is the natural tendency of this conftitution 
to produce union, why does not the effeft follow^ 
why do we not fee a total union among the fubjefts 
of this kingdom ? If this were the proper place for it, 
perhaps it might be Ihown, that it has produced very 
real and villble effeds, befides thefc invifible ones 
which it certainly does produce at all times on the 
minds of all who Ipve our Lord Jefus Chrift in fince- 
rity. We have ground to hope, that it will ftill o- 
perate in a more confpicuous manner, even in this 
world. The full and perfeft effcfts of it arc juftly 

hoped 
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hoped far in fome future period, according to the all* 
prevalent prayer of the glorious Head himfelf, 7bai 
thej may bt ^ne^ even as we are cney John xvii. 2i^ 22. 

The tendency of this Divine appointment of one 
Mediator the Head of all, to unite mankind unto 
God, is fo plain and obvious, that it is fcarccly ncccf- 
fary to illaltratc it. It mnft be evident at firft light, 
that the fubmiilion of mankind to this one great 
Head and Miniller of Providence, is at the Cune 
time an aAual iubjedion to the tather who appoint- 
ed Him. There is an infeparable connexion betwixt 
fubjeftion to the Son of God, conlHtutcd by the 
Father, Lord and Judge of all, and re<il fubjoftion 
to the Father himfelf. The laws of the MoKator, 
are the laws of God ; and the very firlt and greatcit of 
thefc laws is, to love the one God, vvith ail our hearts, 
and with ail our fouls. Befides, Jefus is the Image 
of the invifible God, * be that bath known bim^ hiws 
tbe Father aljo. The love of the perfed Image, co- 
incides with the love of the all-perfedl Original. 
t He that hateth the Son^ hateth the father alfa. 
That union with God and man, mull for ever con- 
ftitute the higheft perfedion and happincfs of our 
rational and immortal natures, is a truth fo plain and 
evident, that it needs neither explication nor proof. 

We fliall conclude this part of the fubject, by ob* 
fcrving that this circumllancc, that the great Media* 
tor was once vifible in a body, tabernacling among 
mankind, is not to be overlooked in an enquiry into 
the >jvifdom of the Chriftian fcheme. For, by dwel' 
ling in flefh, he was qualified to inftru«!t us in the 
will of God in a familiar manner, to fet us a pcrfed: 
examjJes of all virtues, in a real human charaiSler, to 
have a fellow-feeling of our infirmities and to fuller 
and die as a propitiation for our fins. To which, 

per- 

• John xiv. 7. "J- John xv; 23. 
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perhaps, k may be added, that as the mind of man 
ieems fomc-how to ftand in need of fomeching vifible, 
on which the imagination can lay hold and reft itfelf ; 
the Gofpcl is wifely accommodated to this demand of 
human nature. When we meditate on our glorious 
Mediitor, who is now invifiblc, under the charafters 
of our great Inftrufl^or, High-prieft, and Law-giyer, 
we can more eafily ftay our imaginations, and fix our 
thoughts, by refleding upon him as once vifible iri 
our nature, than we could have done, had he been a 
purely angelical Being, who had never appeared in a 
Vifible form upon Earth, or convcrfed with man- 
kind. 

We now proceed to the fecond head, under which 
we fummed up the matter of Chriftianity, namely 
the precepts of it. Here it is not intended to ex- 
plain or illuftrate, the purity and perfedion of the 
Chriftian precepts, or to compare them with any o- 
ther fyftems of morals, which may hav.e been held 
in cfteem among mankind, that their fuperior excel- 
lency may thence appear. Let it fuffice at prefent 
to obferye, that thof the precepts of our holy re- 
ligion are not the direct and im(nediate means of our 
jfandlificajtion and comfort, as has been (hown unde» 
the former head ; yet they are real, tho' more re* 
mote means of them, and as important and effential 
parts of the Gofpel as the docftrines themfelves. It 
Is the laws of Chriftianity which fet before us that 
ft mdard of moral perfedtion, which we ought to have 
always full in our eye: They' lay us under the folemn 
and Indifpcnfable obligation toafpire perpetually to 
nearer conformity to the perfedions and to the will of 
iGod in all holinefs of heart and life. It is the laws 
of Jefus which enjoin us in the ftrongeft and the moft 
facred manner, to employ our moft ferious atten^-^ 
tior> upon the truths of his religion, to inculcate thein 
^'- upoq 
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upon ouifclvcs, till they produce their fiill elfeft on 
-the purity and comfort of our fouls : And indeed^ 
without a humble confcioufnefs that we have en- 
deavoured to govern ourfelvcs by the laws of our 
religion^ as far as human infirmity will permit, we can 
have no wcU grounded hope of the favour of God, 
and of that hamy immortality, which is brought to 
light by the Go/pel of Jefus Cbrift. 

Having taken this general view of the Matter of 
the revelation of the Gofpel, we now go forward to 
confidcr what was propofed in the fecond place; 
the Manner of communicating it, and of confirming 
the truth of it. 

The wifdom of the Gofpcl is no lefs confpicuous 
in the manner of communicating its inilrudtion 
than in the matter of it. That faith in the tcftimony 
of a Divine teacher, is a method of inftruAion more 
fuited to the prefcnt ftate of mankind, than that of . 
laboured deductions of Reafon and Philofophy, is e* 
vident on the fmalleft refleftion. The bulk of man* 
kind never were, nor arc at prefent in fuch a fitua- 
tion, that they could reafon out a clear and full fyltem 
of the truths of religion for thcmfclves, or even fol- 
low the trains of reafonings of others, fo as to re- 
ceive fotisfaftoiy convidion from them. But when 
the dodrines or religion are deh'vered as communica- 
tions from the Father of lights by a perfon who has 
given full evidence of his Divine commifBon, there 
is not only a plain foundation laid for giving credit 
to his tcftimony, but it is accompanied with an au- 
thority which commands the attention of the human 
mind, and impofes an obligation upon it to believe 
and obey. Thoufands, nay, millions of mankind, 
ftiay be brought to the knowledge of the truths 
and duties of natural reFigion, in this way, who 
puld never have attained to it, by difquifitions c^ 

Philofophy j 
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PliUofophy ; and as to the peculiar tn)tbsx>f Divine 
iKevelacion, there is uq other way of attoiniqg tiie 
knowledge of them. 

The Gofpel method of inflrudion is further ac- 
commodated, with the moft ftriking wifdom^ to the 
circumilances of mankind, as it not only employs the 
|>Iaineft and mod fimplc expreflions and iimilitudes, 
in the dehvery of its doctrines and precepts; but it 
takes the affiltance of fuch fa^s, and examples, as 
the lowefl underftanding can ^afily comprehend, 
and the weakeft memory may e^ifily rcuin : Does the 
Gofpd teach the rejoicing doctrine of the refurredion 
of the dead ? It not only does it by plain aflerckms, 
but examples of dead pcrfons raifed to life. Does ic 
teach that the Saviour has the power of forgiving (ins ? 
He exercifes, in the view of all, that very power by 
ilelivering men from thefe difeafes which are the 
puniihments d* fin. Again, is the one eternal God, 
the creator of all things, too great, and too glorious 
an objeA for our weak minds to behold I Would bis 
un vailed gloiy quite over-power our feeble natures f 
The Gofpd exhibits him to us, in a miid and fhad- 
cd glory, in the perfbn, the charader, and condoft 
of Jefus ; who is (be vifibk image of the invifibU 
God. The Divine perfections and providence are 
reprefentcd to us in him, in a way fuited to our low 
capacities. When our Saviour faid, Iwill^ beShou clean; 
«nd, Man^ fireuh fcrth thywithetedband^ andtbeefFed 
inftantaneonfly followed, be gave a ftrikhig repre- 
fentation of that Almighty creative power, which 
brought this univerfe into exiftence. When he faid 
to tbe fca, Be thou calm^ he gave an image of the 
Sovereign domirfion of God over all nature. His 
many unerring predictions of future events, were a 
lively rcprefefttation of that Divine foreknowledge 
tnd omnifcicnce, which fees at one view the whole fe- 

ries 
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ties of events, from the begtnningy to thcr end of 
time, k were eafy in like manner to fliow, tliait the 
fpoclefe purity., the dinnterelled and ever adivc good- 
nefs, the m^ing compaifion, th< onoon4)uerabkr 
meekne(s, tho incomparabte lenity, and .forgiving 
temper, of the Son of man manifeifccd in his cbt* 
rader and condoi!^!, are the jnftelt and nobieft re* 
prefentatioos of the moral perteAions of God« 

Add to this, that in the life of Jefus, we have aU 
the Chrillian virtues fet before us, m their full per- 
iedtion, as patterns for our imitation : And this is done 
m a feries of feds well calculated to iitform the 
judgment, to warm the affedlions, and to nuke- a 
hiUng impreifians upon the memory : This pattern 
is not only perfed, and fuited to our condition^ boc 
is. further inforoed by the dignity of the perfon, a«id>by 
the fweet bat powerful influence accompan^ng the 
idea of the Friend, the BenefaAicMr and Savioiir : Be* 
fides, we have in Jefus, not only a pattern of all vir«« 
tuc, but a pattern aHb of the reward that SmUH be ben 
flowed upon it. jis be ovinami' and is fit d§wn 
wttb bis hMtbir on bis thrme^ ; if we overcome the 
temptations of the world, he Orill grant to us to fie 
down with him on his throne* Here is a proof from 
fad, of a future reward. And furely a more elevating 
and triumphant confideration cannot enter into the 
heart of man, than this, that oii,r common nature is 
already crowned with glory and honour, in tho per- 
fon of Jefu>» Chrift ; and that if we vefemble him in 
purity and goodncis here, we fhtvU be made lil&eonto 
him, in felicity and glory- hereafter. 

Again, The Divine wifdom of the method in 
which Chriftianity is confirmed, will appeai(, if we 
conflder that the proofs which it oiTers of its 
truth, are not fuch fubcile and dUScult reafonlngs, 

as 
* Rev. iii.au 
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as may perplex the minds of mankind, but they aro 
either appeals to the natural fentiment5 of the human 
heart, or to fuch fads and events, as lie open to the 
examination of perfons of all capacities. What is 
commonly called the internal evidence of Cbriilia- 
nity is nothing elfe, but an appeal to the heart of man, 
as to the excellency of its dodrines and precepts, 
and as to the perfe«ft purity, goodncfs and integrity, 
,of the charafter of ics author. The external evi- 
dence from miracles and prophecies, are every way 
fuited to work on the minds of all mankind. 

Miracles are the feals of heaven, and flrike cod- 
viftion at once. But befides their being the moft 
authentic evidences of the divine commilHon of him 
that performs them, and of the truth of the dodrines 
which he publiihes, they at the fame time are the 
molt irrefiftible proofs, that this vifible world has a 
Superior who can alter and change its order and laws at 
his pleafure : Some of the inquiring and philofophical 
part of mankind, have inclined to conclude from the 
regularity and (lability of the order of the material 
world, that it cannot be changed by any power 
whatfoever, nay that this whole of things is the eter- 
nal and felf-exiftent Being. Miracles are the ihorteft 
and moft unanfwerable confutation of this impious 
and atheiftical opinion. 

The other great proof of Chriftianity taken from 
the accomplifliment of prophecies, is likewife accom- 
modated, with thehigheft wifdom, to the condition of 
minkind. Prediftions of whole feries's of events the 
moft conspicuous, the moft memorable, the raoftMnte- 
refting or all others in the courfe of the world, and 
quite beyond the reach of all human forefight, when 
perceived to be exactly accompliihed, can fcarce fail 
to ftrike perfons of all conditions and of all capaci* 
ties, and province a conviftion of the moft fatisfaAory 

kind 
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kind of a fupreme intelligence and wifdoni) conducing 
all the affiiirs of the world : How much the belief of 
a Providence directing and governing all things, ele- 
vates the human mind and fills it with a pure and 
facredjoy, the experience of all virtuous peifonswiil 
abundantly teftify* And at the fame time, the un- 
doubted accomplifhment of thefe prophecies gives the 
fulled fatisfadion, that the pcrton who delivered them 
knows the eounfcls and will of God in other inftan- 
cesy and may be fafely relied on when he fpcaks in the 
name of God, and declares his will, cither con- 
cerning the rules of life, and the terms upon which 
finners may be received into his favour, or concern- 
ing the future and eternal ftate of thofe who embrace 
and of thofe who rejed the gofpel. 

This argument from prophecy is peculiarly adapted 
to eftablifh the mind in the fulled perfuafion of the 
certainty of what the gofpel reveals concerning a fu- 
ture judgment, the refurredion of the dead, and a 
happy immortality beyond death and the grave: It 
muft be acknowledged, that the accomplifliment of 
numberfefs former predictions is the bed pledge and 
fccurity that thofe which are not yet accompliftied 
ihall alfo come to pafs in God's due time. The aco- 
ted philofophers readily admit, that the doftrine of 
the immortality of the foul is uncapable of drift de- 
mondrative evidence. Yet without the perfuafion of 
it, all other dodrines, even thefe of a good God, and 
wife providence, tho' never fo fully demondratcd, 
can impart but feeble and imperfedl confolation to the 
hearts of mortal creatures. Where then fhall we go 
for fatisfacftion as to this modinterelting of all queili- 
ons ? Shall we fit down at the feet of the Philofo- 
phcrs who acknowledge they cannot fatisfy us ? Shall 
we rely on their conjeftures and probable realonings? 
Or fhall we hearken to the PropheticJpirit, which 

E has 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



t ^8 1 

has been tried and found faithful in all inftafices from 
the beginning of the world to this day. Surely 
that Spirit which has given the moft convincing evi- 
dence imaginable that it forefaw the whole train of 
events from the beginning to the end of this world, 
may be relied upon as bell qualified to inform us of 
what is to follow after the diflblutioi] cf the prefenc 
ftate of things. 

To conclude, it is a further proof of the wii<k>m of 
prophecy as a principal evidence of Divine revelation, 
that it gives the ftrongeft prcfumption of the reality 
of miracles. For if there are the moft convincing 
proofs that fome men have been endowed with ex- 
traordinary, nay fupernatural knowledge and fore- 
light, this renders it highly probable that the fame 
perfons, or others for the fame great and goodends^ 
may alfo have been endowed witn miraculous powers. 
And thus we who live in the prefent age, and have 
equal, if not in fome refpcds fuller, evidence of the 
fulfilment ojf prophecies, than thofe who lived in 
former ones, may juftly confider the argument from 
prophecy as a ftrong confirmation of all the other 
evidences, with which the reality of the gofpel mira- 
cles is afcertained. From what has been fuggefted it 
appears, that whether we confider the matter of the 
Chriftian revelation, the manner of communicating it, 
or the kind of evidence with which it is Tupported, 
we Ihall find they all concur to afcertain the perfed 
wifdora of its author. If any one pretends, to call in 
queftion the perfeft propriety and fitnefs of the 
means which the Divine Wifdom has chofen in the 
gofpel to enlighten, to convert and fave mankind, it 
is incumbent upon him to devife another fet of means 
better calculated to accomplifli thefe great and good 
ends. On this point we may be fecurc, and fafely 
challenge the utmoft efforts of human imagination 

to 
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to form aiiy fcheme, the wtfdom of which will be 
able to bear any compariftpn with the wifdom of the 
gofpeK 

• The fecond obfervation is, that the Apoftle's afler- 
tion implies, or rather indeed expreiTcs, that this 
fcbeme oi the falration of mankind by the gofpel re- 
vdation Ihall be made efteclual. It has picafed God 
adhially to fave by it thofe \frho embrace and fubmit 
to it. The eifedts of Chriftianity are too large a fub- 
jeft to be treated here at full length : Let it Uiffice at 
prefent to make a few obfervations. 

Such as, Ftrfij that many of the moft real and im- 
portant effei^s of the difpeniation of the gofpel are of 
a filent and invidble nature, and cannot admit of fuch 
proof as is not liable to difpute and cavU among thofe 
who love gbfcurity sod donbtfulnefs. We cannot 
draw afide the veil which hides the inviHble world, 
and (how the is^riads who thro' faith, in Jcfus Chrift 
already inherit thepromi/cs, and rejoice in tliefull and 
uninterrupted ai&irance of the favour of God. Neither 
can the fecrct yet powerful efficacy of the doftrines 
of Chriilianity, in turning many millions in this prc- 
ieit (late from darkncf$ tc ItgU-^ from ibe fewer cffin 
Mnd Satan lo tb^fervict 9f the living God^ and in pouring 
t^ moft divine confoiaiioas into thtir hearts, under 
the diflrefles of life, and in the hour of death, be de- 
monftrated in futh a manner as to filcnce thofe who 
^e ibetef mined to gainfay it. 

5ffiPwJfy,It may be oblcrvcd, that as the principles of 
X^hriftianity have an undoubted, natural and invari- 
«blf ^ndency to produce good eiTeds, and as they 
Ajavc taken hold -of the minds of innumerable muUi- 
tiicks pf mankind, thro' acourfe of ages, they muft 
haye fitoduccd them in Ibmc degree : To fay that no 
good tSit&s have been produced in any degree, or in 
any one inftance by the principles of the gofpel tho* 

acknowledged 
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acknowledged to be believed, amounts to a denial of 
the tendency of them. This is what the highctt 
fcepticifm will not venture to affert. But we do 
not reft the argument upon the tendency, but aflcrt 
that Chrirtianity has adtually produced good efledfcs 
^ confpicuous and undeniable, at leaft, as were ever 
produced by any other principles whatever ; and that 
they were the effedts of Chriftianiry in the ftrifteft 
fenfe, and cannot be afcribed to any other caufes, we . 
jnaintaln on thcfe three grounds : Firft^ Becaufe they 
flowed naturally from the principles of Chriftianitjr ; 
Secondly^ Becaufe they were produced on thofe only 
who believed and profeffcd them ; and Tbirdfyj Bct 
caufe they were not accidental and tranfitory efk&Sj 
but as lafting and fteady as the principles thcmfelves, 
^nd accompanied them wherever they fpread. 
For inftance, the great ftmdamental doftrine of one 
only God, the fole Objecf): of worfliip, and to be 
worfhipped thro' one Mediator, and the princi- 
pal part of whofe worfhip confifts in rational prayers 
and praifes, and imitation of his moral perfeAions, 
as it has a natural tendency to extirpate the princi- 
ples of polytheifm and fuperftition, fo it did in faft 
extirpate them, in the moft vifible manner : Thefe 
who embraced this great eflcntial principle, at once 
threw off that immerife load of fuperftitious praftices, 
to which the doftrine of riumberlefs ofcjefts of wor- 
fhip had formerly fulgeAed them j the civil and 
ecclefiaftical hiftory of the firft ages of Chriftianity 
affords the fqlleft evidence that the converts to 
Chriftianity would not join in any one rite or cere- 
mony performed in honour of the heathen gods* 
Such a eighty revolution did the belief tff one God, 
produce nqf only in the minds, but in the praftice of 
pfirjftjansj Jbe bi^ory of the perfccutions under 
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the heathen Emperors, in which they fufiered death 

in the moft formidable fliapes, racher than offer in- 

cenfe or facrifice to a heathen god, is a (landing de* 

moilration of the undoubted efteds which their prin* 

ciples had upon them. And it is certain, that 

'wherever Chriftianity fpread, it entirely demoiiihed 

poly theifm and all its appendages. So that now for 

more than a thoufand years, incenfe has not been of^ 

fered or a libation made to any heathen deity, thro' 

the greateft part at lealt of the Roman Empire: It is 

fo evident that thefe effeds bear ail the three cha- 

raiJters mentioned above of real and genuine ones, 

that it needs not be particularly illuftrated. And if 

"we candidly compare this change which Chriftianity 

has introduced with the change made by any fcA oi 

Philofophy, any inftitution of religion or civil go» 

vemment, we mail be at no lofs to determine which 

is the greateft. 

Again ; the eflfeA of the Chriftian principles in 
abolifhing the evocation of demons, with all the train 
of abfurd and fometimes horrid praftices which ac- 
companied it, is extremely remarkable. The hiftory 
of the heathen world allows us no room to doubt, 
that not only the vulgar, but the moft learned Philofo- 
phers apd Emperors were addided, almoft to a degree 
of frenzy, to the pradice of * theurgick or diabolical 

rites, 

* There were- two kinds of tnagick in the heathen world; the 
one was called Tbeurgyy and the other Sorcery. The iirft was employ- 
ed in the worfhip of the good and beneficent demons* and hown 
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rites, i% certain me^nl; of maintainipg communion 
with the demons, ^nd of obliging cbein to comply with 
their de(ires« As the renunciation of ^ c<)mmunion 
with demons Was the natural tendency of the belief 
of Chriflianity, ![o we find in fad that it fometimes 
{)rddaced this dfedt in an immediiite arid inltanca- 
nedas manner •, Adsof the ApofUes xix. 17. i8. 19. 
Verfes. ^ind ibis tew. knpivH i^ 0II the Jews Mi 
Creeks idfo iweUh^ at Epbtfus ; and fear fell on sbem 
nlli, and the name cf tie iMd JefuS was magpified, And 
many thai Mhvid came^ afid ccnftfed^ and Jbewed their 
deeds. Many alfo ef .them whifh n^ed eurieus 4rtSj 
hrrmgbt their bodks togttber^ and burned tbem before all 
wen: and they c^ttntd ibefrice rf tbem^ and found it 
f^ty pieces of filver. That tbefe cttriojis buoks con- 
tiinad the rules to be obferved for the accepcuble 
(lerformahce of the hiagical or theurgicjs, arts^ is ac- 
knowledged by all inquirers into antiquity. 

It defervcs our partkulsir aitefitioa, tq an ennme- 
ration of the good eileds of the . rf vdation of the 
^fpil) that the fubj6ftion of Chriftiftnl to one gneat 
bead, their i<At InftruAor and laiw^yiH^ h^ pro- 
duced inch an unity of.fialth us to many eiTential 
africles both of natural and revealed religion, as (not- 
withllanding diflerences of opinion in leflbr matters) 
was never found in the heathen world. It has like- 
wife produced an uniform reception of a body ot 
moral laws, of fuch acknowledged excellence, that 

nothing 

lorribtt aid 
hief, and to 
along wkk 
iKe Antitftit 
roted, gif^s 
we fermof 
s to the one 
not now in- 
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nothing ereninkiaginatioii can be conceived more pure 
andperfeift. Th^ efle^ of this divine conllitunon of 
one glorious head are more important and fi^nal 
than is comfnoniy imagined, and molt ahtrays prove 
a real fomuiatiQi) of union among chriftians. 

The dodrine too of the all-fufficient facrifice of 
the great High-Prieft of our profeffioov who by gni 
^tring kaib ferfiSsJ for ever $bem iba$ an fanai^ 
fied^ faa^ put an end to the pradioe of animal facri« 
fice$^ as well ai to the more horrid cuflom of human 
ones, both which prevailed in the greateft part of 
the antient world. 

That the genius of Chriftianity i^ kind asul be* 
nign, mutt be admitted by every one who attends ta 
it. Accoixjting to the C^nfti^n dodtrine, Qod is 
Ij9V0^ apd dwiUs in Love ; and the great Mediator 
w^q^s an^nated in the whole of his undercaking by the 
iaine gener^ and divine principle : 'Xhe laws oi Je^ 
fus breathe nothing but love and tendernefs : and his 
whole life is one continued proof of the moft difin- 
tcrefted and unwearied beneficence : The Chrillian 
heaven is the land of love and pf everlafling^ friend? 
fhip. This benign fpirit of our holy religion has mani- 
fclted itfcif in producing the moil beneficial eflft^s^ 
in a variety of ways, wherever it has been received 
and underuood. The influence of it upon the civil 
kws of nations, in making them more gentle and mer- 
ciful than they were before, mutt be owned by all 
who have read hiftory with a proper attention. 

The laws prohibiting the cxpofition of infants, 

and -f the bloody and barbarous enteruinment of 

. Gladiators ; 

f TboTe wbQ bsve not attended t9 Ufbry are apt lo imagine 
that the exhibition of Gladiators was a rafc thing, and that v(rb«n it 
happened a few ipitki only w«fe engcged. Bat k wof i&f other- 
wiie : Under the ^iMOan £mperor$* i\m inhuman entertainment coit 
ioQiUBeiablc iit flb ^^ifK&r, ^kfi^iSM^ gave 3M Gladiators : Goi- 

diao. 
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Gladiators ; the laws and cufioms fofcning or abo^ 
lifhing flavery, and thofe regulating the coniinercc 
betwixt the fexes, by forbidding Polygamy, and re* 
{training the licencioufneis of divorcing, have all 
flowed from the fpirit of Chriftianity, ami have pre- 
vented much mifcry, and been the fources of great 
happinefs to mankind, t 

It is not neceiTary to indil at full length on the vi- 
fible good effeds of Chriftianity on the tempers and 
manners of the firfl: Chriftians. If we were to pro- 
duce here the whole evidence we have for the di- 
ftinguilhed purity and goodnefs of the lives of the 
firft Chrillians, when compared with their Heathen 
neighbours, we might infiit on the following topicks ; 
the authority of the Apoflles in their epiftles, the 
teftimony of the antient Chrillian Writers, the fo- 
lemn appeals to acknowledged fadts in the apologies 
for Chrillianity prefented to Heathen Emperors, and 

the 

dian, in the time of fiis Edilefhip, exhibited twelve entertainmentSy 
that is one for each month : In fome of ihefc there were 500 
champions, and in none of them lefs than 150. Taking it at a 
medium, he mud have exhibited at the very lead 3000. Titus ex- 
hibited thefe cruel (hows for 1 OD days together. The good and mo* 
derate Trajan, continued rhefe fpeftades for 123 days, and in that 
time gave 1 0,000. When we confider how many different ranks 
of people gave thefe entertainments, Edilcs, Prttors, Qaeftors, 
Confuls, Emperors and Prieils, belides private perfens at funerals, 
(which became fo common a pra6lice, that it was an article in a 
laft will.) we mud be convinced, that the numbers were incredi- 
ble : What adds to the inhamanity of this cuftom is, that it was 
designed fbr a gay entertainment, and attended as fuch. This 
horrible cuftom grew to fuch an extravagance, that it was found 
neceiTary to moderate it by law, in the time of the Heathen Em- 
perors. Conftantine firft prohibited it altogether ; but fo violent 
was the tafte for it, that it crepe in again. The Emperor Hono- 
rins entirely fnpprefled it. 

t It would be a work fbr a treatife, and perhaps a very ufeful 
one, to trace out the civil laws which took their rife from the fpirit 
of Chriftianity, and to delineate their happy effe6b on fixiety, 
thro' a courfe of ages. 
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the * encomiums made upon them by the Heathetis 
themfelves, and fome of them their mod inveterate 
enemies : All thefe circumitances united, form a proof 
as ilrong and convincing, as can well be given for 
any fad of fo antient a date* 

Thirdly^ This affertion of the Apoftle, further im- 
plies, that the fcheme of the falvation of mankind, 
thro' faith in the revelation of the Gofpel, is a chiet 
objeA of Divine Providence. // f leafed God^ by the 
Jooliflmefs of preachings to faive thofe wbo believe* 
The word in the original is very fignificant, but our 
tranflation does not reach the full import of it. It 
denotes a high degree of delight and complacency in a 
perfon or thing. It is the word ufed by the miracu-^ 
lous voice at our Saviour's baptifm and transfiguration^ 
^bis is my beloved Son^ in whom I am well pleafed. Ic 
might eafily be ihown, that the fame grounds oi^ 
complacency are referred to in thefe paiTages, and in 
the text. An expreffion of fuch energy (// pleafed 
Cod highly^) when applied to the gofpel method of 
falvation, feems to denote^ that it is the chief fcheme 
of Providence with refpeA to mankind, to which all 
others are fubfervient. And indeed the general (train 
of the Scriptures lead us to conceive of it in this ele- 
vated view. We are every where taught in the 
New Teftament, that the appearance of the Saviour 
among mankind, was in confequence of an original 
plan of Providence laid before the world began, 
2 Tim. i. 9. 10. God^ wbo bath faved us^ aaordin^ to 
bis own purpofe and grace^ which was given us in Chrlft 
Jefus before the world began^ but is now made manijefi 

F by 

• Sach as the Emperor Julian's recommendation to one of hia 
High pricfts, to imitate the manners of the Chriftians : This faA 
We are aiTared of by the Emperor's own letter, which is ihll re* 
maiiuDg. 
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By the apptdfing tf our Lord and Saviour. Eph. i. 3 • 4* 
Bteffed bt the GvJ and Father af our Lard JefusCbrifi^ 
*S3hdhath hiejjid uswitb all fpiriiual hleffings in heavenPj 
placn in Cbrijiy accvrding as be hath cbofen us in km^ 
before the foundations of the world, f Befides, accord- 
ing CO the bcft notions we can form of the wifdom 
and goodncls of God, either from reafon or revelati- 
on, the deliverance of mankind from a ftate of dark- 
nefs, corruption and guik, and the relloration of 
them to a Itate of Tight, purity and friendlhip with 
God, muft be the ultimate defign of allthe difpenfa- 
tions of Providence towards them. This view of 
things, is further confirmed from the hiltory of Pro^ 
vidence, as prefervcd in the facred Scriptures : There 
wc have a fcries of difpenfations narrated, which 
.gradually unfold the defigns of Heaven, and lead 
forward towards the manifcftation of the McIIiah, 
as a grand period. 

The moft remarkable revelations of the will of 
God made to Abraham, and the Patriarchs who fuc- 
ceeded him, till Mofes, and the whole fucecffion of 
Prophets from him, down to Malachy, point towards 
^his great event. It was tlie ultimate defign of the 
feparation of the dcfcendants of Jacob from the reft 
of mankind, and of the whole Mofaic difpenfation, 
to prepare the world for the advent of the Mefliah, 
and to adminilter full evidence of him, when he 
fhould appear. If the pofterity of Jacob had been 
permitted to intermingle with the other families of 
mankind, the antient promifes made to the Fathers, 
muft have been diffipated and loft, and no proof two 
thoufand years afterwards, could have been produced, 
that Jefus was of the feed of Abraham : But by the 
diftin(5t account of the family of Abraham, till the 

pro- 
t Eph. i. 10. . I Pet. i. 20. John xvii. 24. Rev. xiii. S. 
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promtilgation of the la«r, by the conftitDtion ef the 
Jewilh Republic, in which care was taken, that not 
only the Jewilh Nation flioutd be kept diftind from 
all others, but the genealogical regifters of the par- 
ticular fam lies fhould be preferved, it was eafy to 
trace up the pedigree of the Mefliah to its iburce at 
the greatefl dillatce of time, and fkew, that 1^ was 
defcended not only of Abraham^ but from what par- 
ticular family of his numerous poftcrity, thro^ the 
whole fcries of generations ; Add to this, that the 
civil conftitntion of the Jews, under whofe autho- 
rity the (acred books were kepc, was a noble guard 
and fecurity for the prefervation and authenticity of 
the promtfes, and that the whole plan of Ceremonial 
Yor/hip, was fo contrived, as to preficrve the luicw- 
le(%e of the one true God^ and to mefigure the 
Perlbd, the OCcea, and the Bteffings ol the Rdgn oC 
theMeffiah. 

Beddes, the revolmions which that fiagular pcofkt 
Wftderwent, tho^ we cannot explain the particular 
manner, were fome-how conneded with, and con*' 
ducive to the completion of the grand fcheme, foil 
which they were at fhrft feparated from the reft of 
the nations of the world. Nay, the rerolutidns of 
the other luttons of the earth, the rife, the proK 
grefe, the downfall, and the fu£ceffioa of empires, 
we have ground to believe, were fo curdaJncd . and 
eondu^Gi, as to be fubfervient in fomc w:ay» and in 
fome degree, to the introdudion of the glorious em* 
ptre of tnKh and rigbteoufnefs nndcr the Sen of 
God : We learn from the * facrcd books, that the 
Pcffian Monarchy under Cyrus, was raifcd up to 
re-eftabliih the Jews in their own land : Their rf> 
ftoration to their own land, under their own laws, 

was 

• Ifaiah xlv. 4. 
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was ncccffary to accompllfli the f antient prophecy, 
^bat the fceptre Jbould not depart from Judab^ nor a 
Law-giver from between his feet^ until Sbilob come. 
We are informed in many other pajGTages of the fa» 
cred Writings, that other nations were employed as 
inftruments in the hand of Providence, to favour 
and to protect, or to chaftife and punifh the chofen 
people : Thefe proteftions and chaftifements, contri- 
puted to fpread the knowledge of the true God, and 
the promiles of the Meffiah. When we attend to 
fome of the ancient prophecies, particularly thofe of 
t Daniel, we find him defcribing the fucceffion of the 
great empires, as terminating ,in the eftabliftiment of 
the fpiritual empire, under tlie long expedled Saviour. 
It has been frequently, and very jnftly obferved, 
that the union of fo many great and populous king- 
doms under the extenfive empire of the Romans, ae 
our Saviour's birth, facilitated and haftened the wide 
propagation of his Divine Religion. 

Thefe Jiints from Scripture, and obfervations upcm 
Providence, together with many others which might 
|)e colledled, feem to intimate, that all the amazing 
variety of revolutions among mankind, in all na*^ 
tions, and in all ages, are fo connected (tho' in a way 
kcoinprehenfible to us) as to form one great fcheme 
of univerfal Providence, the refult and conclufion 
of which, Ihall be a happy and glorious eftablifti- 
ment of all things under the empire of the Son of 
God. 

To all which we may add, that not only the rcr 
volutions and fucceflions ef empires, but the courfe 
of learning, philofophy and arts, were made fubfer? 
Vicnt under the diredion of Providence, to the in- 

troduSion 

f (Jen. xlix. |o. X P^n. ii. 34. ^jj. 
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irodudion of the true Wifdom, by the revclaticm of 
the Gofpcl. The' Philofophy, as has been already 
fhown, did not conduA maiikind to the true know- 
ledge of God ; yet we mud not hence conclude thac 
it was entirely ufelefs : No! lu the hand of God, it 
produced good effeds, tho' unibrefeen and unintend* 
cd, by the Philofophers themfelves. Their expodng 
the groffer inftances of the Poetical and Popular Re* 
ligions, their teaching many excellent dodtrines, and 
recommending many excellent virtues, were natural 
means of preparing the minds of men for embracing 
the truth, when fully difplayed to their view. The 
turning the attention of mankind to moral and in- 
telledlual objeds and inquiries, produces great effeds 
upon their minds : it awakens chem from the lethar- 
gy of grofs Senfuality ; it abates the keennefs of 
worldly purfuits ; it fpiritualizes them in fome degree, 
and prepares them for receiving a more pure and r&» 
fiped inftitution of Religion; The very fpirit of 
Inquiry, rais*d by Philofophy, qualified men for 
fearching into the meaning, importance and evi- 
dence of Chriftianity ; and confequently, favoured 
the reception of it, by fair and candid minds. 

Tbu? all the great lines of providence thro* the 
courfe of preceeding ages, were directed towards and 
centered in that great revolution, which according to 
the eternal counfels of God was to be accompliflied 
by the Mei&ah. But as the whole fcheme of provi- 
dence was not then compleated, there is no reafon 
to dpubt, that it has been carrying on in a continual 
progrefs fince that time, tho' we are unable to trace 
all the fteps of it ; and that it fhall be carried on 
thro' I'ucceeding ages, until its final completion* 
There is ground to believe from the ancient prophe- 
cies, that the larger copimunication among piankind 

m 
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in all known parts of tbe gtobe opened ap in btef 
age&, is intencted by providence to prepare the way 
for fpreading the knowledge of tbe Saviour over xbc 
face of the whole earth. The marvdlons pfcfenra- 
tion of the Jews as a difUnd people for fach a long 
fuccefEon of ages may be intemled to ferve faaoc il- 
tnftrious pnrpofcs of providence, with refpedl to the 
eftablifhment of the divine revelation of Jefiis in its 
full evidence and univerfal prevalence among man- 
kind : And if it be true, that the whole plan of pro- 
vidence with refpedt to mankind was formed with a 
view to their reftoration to purity, perfeAion and 
happinefs, thro* Jefus Chrift ; and that all things aQ 
along have been condudted, and fbatl be condodied to 
the nnal accompliihment of this i^rand defign ; bcnce 
we fee how juftly Jefus may be laid in the empbatical 
language (^ fcripture to be iki Jlfba mtd Ofnegs^ $ie 
beginmng ami the end ef all things. 

We proceed now to the laft thing propofed, to 
point out the practical inftruAions flowing from w^t 
has been faid. 

In the firfi place, Is the Chriftian religion the 
great mean ordained by God before all ages to en- 
lighten, to fandlify and fave fuch as believe ^ Hence 
we may learn not to be much afraid of the utmoft ef- 
forts of fcepticifm and unbeHef : We may be affil- 
ed the fchemes of providence will be carried into 
execution in fpite of all oppofition that can poffiUy 
be given to them. No doubt, the labours of Infideb 
will, on loofe and thoughtlefs minds, have the moft 
pernicious effedls, which is to be lamented; but the 
native goodnefs and excellence of tbe religion of Je- 
fus is fo ftriking, the profpefts which it opens are (o 
grand and rejoicing, and its evidence is fo much a- 
dapted to make imprefflon upon every fair and un- 
prejudiced mind, that it is impoffible any general re- 
volution 
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volution (hould ever be brought about againft it. 
ITiie attempts to difcr^dic it, like other bad attempts, 
MTill be over-ruled by providence, to promote tlie 
interefts of that caule they were intended to de* 
ftroy. 

Secrn^^ Is tiie gofpel the plan formed by divine 
wi^iom for acoomplifhing the higheft perfedioa and 
happinefs of mankind I [fence we may perceive the 
reafon why faith is fo peremptorily required and fa 
much infilled on in the New Teltament^ as a term of 
our acceptance with God : The great and good Go«- 
vemor of this world may mod certainly command his 
diibbodient fufa^s, to fabmit to that fcbeme, which 
his infinite wifdom has devifed, as the bed cf all o*> 
chers to deliver them from all the effects and confe. 
quenoes of tlieir difobedience. Is it admitted, that 
be may reafonablv require his rebellious fubjeda to 
reptent of their reoeHion, and return to their allege- 
ance ? ' Muft it not likewife be admitted as equally 
joft and reafonable, that he require them to comply 
With the trrmoft cheartabiefa and gratitude with that 
method which his wifdom has contrived, as the moft 
efFedaal of ail others to fecure them in their duty for 
the time to come, to form them to a willing fubjcc- 
tion to his authority, and to that temper and charac- 
ter which conftitutes their higheft perfedion and fe- 
licity under his divine adminiftration. The com- 
mand therefore to believe in Jcfus is as kind and mer* 
ciful as it is jaft and reafonable. It is as much the 
happinefs as it is the duty of mankind to yield obedi- 
ence to it. Let us beware left we fuffer ourfelves to 
Hide infeniibly and without defign into unbelief, from 
an unexamined perfuaOon, that if we adhere to 
natural religion and endeavour to perform the duties 
which it prdcribes, any attentipn to Chriftianity or 
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f5aith in it^ is altogether fuperfluous and uimeceffafyi 
Lee us coniider, that we owe to che light which 
Chriilianity has fpread in the world, thefe clear and 
fettled views ot the doctrines and precepts of natural re* 
ligion, which we fuppofe to be all that is neccflary 
for ifc to know, and to praftife ; and if we do owe 
this knowledge to the inltrudtions of Chriftianity^ 
can any thing be more unreafonable or ungrateful, 
than not only to refufe to acknowledge the mighty 
benefit, but to pervert it into an argument for difre* 

garding the great and kind inftruAor i Further, 

k Jefus Chrift conftituced by God the Father, the fole 
cnlightner of the world, the fole difpenfcr of (piritu* 
al bleffings, and the fole Lawgiver and Judge of man- 
kind ? Is he clearly revealed to us as Handing inveft* 
cd in thefe high offices ? If we refufe to acknowledge 
him in them, we are guilty ofdireft contempt of the 
authority of God, who conftituted him : And this 
is to aft contrary to the firft and fundamental prin- 
ciple of all natural religion, That God ought to be o* 
beyed in all inltances in which his authority is clearly 
interpofed. 

Again, do thefe offices form a real and important 
relation betwixt Jefus Chrill and thofe of man- 
kind to whom he is made known ? If we refufe 
to aft fuitably to thofe relations and to perform the 
duties arifing from them, we aft contrary to an obli- 
gation of the fame moral kind with that which be- 
longs to any other relation ; and confcquently our 
difregarding this obligation, is as truly an aft of im- 
morality and a violation of natural religion, as our 
difregarding the duties which arife from the relations 
betwixt man and man, would be." Further ftill, has 
God chofen to communicate light, purity and com- 
fort to mankind, by Jefus Chrift ? Has he chofen 

this 
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this mettiod not of mere trfaitriry plcaftire, feme tA 

the wifeft and beft one poffible for promoting theif 

happinefs .^ If we refufe to accept the faTOurs of Ged^ 

in that way in which he hath appointed them to be 

bellowed, we can have no reafon to complain if wi 

are deprived dT them, and if we are fubjeded to tht 

pimiihinents due to tbofe who rejed their own mcN 

cies r Our Saviour has declared in a folemn manner^ 

John XV. 4. Thai ^e cMnot bear frw$ unte/s we abidi 

in bint: And indeed it muft be io, fince he is tht 

appointed Enlightner of the world, the Condudof 

of men to virtue, to gloir and immortality. It i^ 

true indeed, that the Chrilrian religion (breads thro* 

Society iuch a light and fuch beneficial influence, that 

even thofe who reject it partake of its effedls, and 

may be in fome degree imiuenced by it. But thefe 

cScSt% and this influence muft be very inconftderable, 

when compared with what a proper attention to 

its dodlrines, its laws, its examples, its promifes, 

and its threatnings, muft have on thofe who lay open 

their minds to the full impreffions of them. Andf 

we are aflured that as Jefus is the light of the world, 

thofe who follow after him, fhall not ^alk in dark^ 

nefs^ but Jhall have the light of life. John vili. 1 2. 

Thirdly^ Is Chriftianity, the great, the wife and ef* 
fedual mean ordained b^ God of faving thofe that 
believe ? Hence we may infer, that it is the duty 
of every one to whom it is made known, not only 
to receive it himfelf, and lay open his own mind to its 
facred influence ; but to promote the fubmiiHon of 
the reft of mankind to it, to the utmoft of his power. 
It is an acknowledged maxim, that thofe in higher 
Kfe, who poffefs riches, rank or authority, are bound 
to employ the weight and influence of their example, 
and every other mean in their power, to promote the 

G happinefs 
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liappipcfs.cyf rbefocicty of which they are merabcrs. 
If Chriftianity is by the appointment of providence 
the beft and wileft fcheme. of rendering mankind 
happy, both in the prefcnt and in a future life, then 
certainly all thofe whom Providence has placed in fu- 
perior iiations^ and who are the great examples and 
direiftors to the inferior claffes of mankind, are under 
the mod facred obligations to exert themfclvcs, in 
the moft hearty and vigorous manner, to promote 
the influence of it in the hearts and lives of all 
around them ; As they are the fervants of Provi- 
dence,, they ought to look upon it as their greateft 
honour and happinefs, as well as their duty, to concur 
with its great and good defigns. It is obvious to c- 
yery one, that the united influence of thofe in high 
life, "would have , a very great eiFed, to fupport and 
to fpread a juft fenfe of religion among the lower 
ranks of men : The mere neglecting to exert it, thp' 
, it is only an omiflion of duty, yet as it is an omiilion 
^ attended with very extenfive bad confequences, it mufl: 
be criminal in the fight of God, and mull expofe the 
guilty perfons to deferved punifliraent under his all- 
righteous adminiflration. 

But pf all other orders of men, the Minifters of Jefus 
are under the moll awful obligations, to promote the 
belief and acceptance of the Gofpcl Revelation. 
They are called by the voice of God, by the voice 
of Society to fpend their time, and exert all their 
faculties in inculcating the truth, the importance, 
the excellency of the Chriftian Religion, and in 
fpreading its influence every where around them. 
Let us then be juft to our office : As wc are fent of 
God, and retained by men, to this fervice, let us 
be wholly devoted to its facred interefts : Let God 
and man be witncITes that we are faithful. Let us 

always 
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always remember, that it is the revelation of the will 

of God that we are called to teach, and that it i$i 

by this revelation, that God intended before all ages 

to enlighten and iave thofe that believe, and that ic 

was by this revelation that the world was actually 

turned from darknefs unto lights and from the power 

of Sin and Satan^ to tbe fervice of the Living Gody 

-wrhen human eloquence and wifdom were found in- 

eliei^ual : Let us work then after the model which 

Providence has given ; and preach the fame Gofpel 

that the Apoftles preached. That Gofpel which was 

the wifdom and power of God, producing, moft a> 

ilonilhing eftcfks, in the converfion of the world, 

feventeen hundred years ago, is the (ame wifdom, 

and the fame power ftill. To attempt to inftrud or 

reform the world on any other plan, is to prefer 

our own fchemes and views to thofe of an .All-wife 

Providence : If we fall in with the method Infinite 

Wifdom has devifed, we may depend upon the fa* 

vourable concurrence of Providence, and that c- 

nergy of Divine Grace which accompanied tbe 

Go^l at its iirft publication, and which we are 

aflured will accompany it in fome degree in all ages. 

But if we follow methods of our own invention, if 

we adopt the Philofophical fchemes, either of anticnt 

or modern times, we have notliing to rely upon, 

but the poor eifeds of our own art or eloquence. 

Let us therefore look upon ourfelves, as facredly 

bound to teach the real dodrines of Chriftianity in 

their original purity and fimplicity ; and to apply 

them to thefe great ends of the purification and con* 

tfolation of the fouls of men, for which they were 

revealed and publilhed to the world. 

It is very obfervable, that we do not find in any 
parts of the Scriptures, that the do&rines of re- 
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Ugittitafe ever laid do9rti .as sme fpe ctJa tlt c pnci« 
c^Les, but are always introduced^ etthor as aiodves 
to the praiftice of fome duty, or as grounds of 
peace and comfort to our minds. And if this is the 
cpniUoc ftrain of tkt SeriptureSi k is as inftruiftive 
kffoA to us^ what ought to be tbe drain of onx 
preaci^i^ If the Word of God has comieAed the 
doddnes, and the pradice of rdtgiofli togetbert it 
mttft be our indilyemfaUe daty never to fieparate 
them. And indeed there cannot be a better^ or 
kigher encomium made upon the Sacred Scriptures^ 
tbaB tbis^ that they are totalW prad:ical. 

In like manner, let Ha connch^r ourfdves as ly* 
\fi% under an equally indifpenfaUe obligatibn to 
]Hreacii the morality oi the Go^l^ on tbe priAcifdes, 
and 19 the way and manner^ in vhnch }cm aod Ixif 
Apoftles, iQur unerring gmdes, bave tm^t it. A* 
greyly to our Saviour's doftiine, let us always 
lemember that a regard to God is the iirft com- 
»araiment mf tbe law^ and tbe hifpheft obligation upoft 
the httmasi mind. And therefoce, ptety mufi not bo 
kicukated merely as. a mean towards an end, but 
as an end itfelf. The infiuenoe.df devout regards to 
God on all the otber parts of our duty, fuch as 
ftreogthcning the focial difpofitioDS and enforcing 
the obligation of every branch of virtue, is acknow* 
ledged to be highly valuable. But we muft not 
Blace the wjiole value of piety on this inAuence, 
however real and important it m»y be. Piety ia a 
primary and eflendal part of dunr, in itfelf, con^ 
tidered as independent of its efTcds on tbe other 
Tirtnes of the Cbrifiian life^ And- as it is an original 
and eiTential part of duly, it is equally efientdal to 
our hq^pinefs. We cannot ooncdve any flate, 
or any ftage of exifbence, ip wUch a dependent Bc« 
fng can be happy without juft views of its Maker, 
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as)d the esttcSt of proper difpofitiMs towirds . i&ak 

On the otkcf bandi all the oche? viitoes ef cb« 

Christian Itfe moil be tlmghc as pares, or iiftaa< 

ces of the duty which we owe to God. Doiftg the 

will of God, or keeping the cominaiidflieiics of God^ 

ig the general view ui^r which oor Saviottr and hai 

Apofiks have chofen to repre6:fit the whtle dut^ 

of man. The commandijig ideas of a kw, atfd of 

s SiipiTjnf> Lawgiver, to whom we are aecoantable^ 

and who will reward, and paniib, acciofding to out 

defertf, nc abfolntely neceMfj for mankind, a ftt 

of creatures liid>le to be feduced from their duty and 

bappsids by the implies of a thooiand ifer^ular 

paifions. 

All the other views under wbkh human doty tan 
be coBceWedy ftich as fomething tntr'miicaUy excel* 
lentt as fometfaiQg perfedly beautiful, becoming ot 
honourable,^ or as indre propriety of fentiment and 
behavimr, and fech like as carry no rdei«tiee t# 
the wiB and authority of God, arc quite unfit to 
gDveni foch caeaiures as mankind, or perhap ai^ 
creaaed fiei^ps in any flate, or any ftage « their 
exigence. And as that kind of virtue which difr 
daima ail dependanoe on any thing beyond icfetf, i$ 
quite ifltafintaUe to* the fubjeds of God, to whatever 
sdr of.ftrengch, of purity and difintereftednefs it may 
put on, vrill be found to be incapable to fiipport it* 
felf in ail trials, and to be accompanied with a cer* 
tain pride and felf fiifficiency, ouite inconfiftent 
with the charaAcr bf dependent jBetngs, and with 
that difinterefiednefs of which it boafts. 

Again, when we inculcate the morals ef Chi> 
ftianity^ let us take care to fc^ow that order, in 
which out Sbvionr, who knew the nature of mam 
and all. the natumloonneOions of things, has placed 

them. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



e 48 J 

diem. ' We retid that he began his Gofpel ^th 
a folemn call to repentance : The firft maxim of his 
IXvine Sehaon on the, Moont, is, Blejfed an tbi 
focr in ffirit : And in other parts of the Gofpei 
Hiftory, we find him afluring us in the moft fo- 
iemn manner, $bat unlejs we bumble ourfehes^ ani 
become as little cbildreny we cannot enter into tbi 
kingdom of God. Thefe things plainly intimate, that 
,10 his view of things, which was always according 
to truth, humility is the true foundation <^ all other 
Tirtnes. That clear views, and habitual impreffions 
of oor condition as dependent,, frail, indigent, mor- 
tal, and as corrupted and guilty x:reatures, are the 
tme fources of humility, will be readily admitted. 
' It will alio appear evident to every one who gives 
the leaft degree of attention to the workings of the 
bnman h^rt, that as loon as the mind is brought 
under thefe humbling views of itfelf, it eafily and 
naturally flows out in *ads of piety and devotion to 
God, and in emotions of pity, tendemefe and chari- 
tj to mankind. It were eafy to (how, that the 
humble temper of mind carries a natural propenfion 
to equity of difpodtion and behaviour, to meeknefs, 
candour, and forgivenefs, to patience and content- 
roent with our lor in the world, and to moderation 
tinder the greateft flow, of worldly profperity : It is 
likewife obvious, without a particular illuftration, 
that the humble ftate of mind naturally correds 
and reftrains the excefles and irregularities of felf- 
love and felf- will, which are the fruitful parents of 
pride, hatred, malice, envy, and of the whole 
tribe of unfocial and malignant paflions. That the 
bumble mind is befl difpofed for receiving the 
glad tidings of the Gofpel, can fcarcely be doubt* 
^d. Now,: furely that iibate of mind which is fo fa** 
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voorabk to the exercife of all the finer dUj[>ofitH 
ons, and which checks and fupprefies tte bafet 
ones, mufl not only be conftftent with the ex* 
crcife of the more fhining virtues ot love to a <:oantiy^ 
public fpirit, patriotifm, magnanimity, generofity, 
heroiGn and the reft of that order, but muft be this 
beft foundation cm which they can be raifed. Some 
perfons who pretend to be Fhilofophers, have lb con* 
founded all their moral notions, as to imagine humi- 
lity and great nefs of mind are incondftent, and even 
to reprefent humility as conneded with meanhels and 
bafenefs of fpirit. That there is no foundation for 
this charge will manifeftly appear, if we confider, 
Firjij That the true notion of meanncfs, or bafenefii 
in a man, isfomething in his fentiment and behavioiir 
below the dignity of his nature ; and next^ That one 
<^ the prbcipal fourccs of humihty, is a confcioufnefs 
that we are finners, or that we fall below that ft an* 
dard of moral perfection, which is fet before us in 
the law of God, and in conformity to which our 
faigheft honour and dignity confifts : Now to aflert^ 
that a man who carries about with him the pureft: 
ftandard of moral conduA, and mourns over every 
inftance in which he departs from it, muft upon that 
account be inclined to think and aA in a way 
below the dignity of his nature, fecms to be a very 
unphilofophical kind of reafoning. To make ufe oS 
afimilar inftance ; it is juft as if one (hould affert, that 
a man who has formed the pureft and higheft ideal 
/lotion of what is juft and exccHent in writing, muft 
for that very reafon be mean and groveling in his 
compofitions. The more accurately we obfcrve the 
operations of the human heart, and the connexions^ 
betwixt the difpofitions of it, we fhall be fo much the 
more fulfy perfuad^i that it is the foundeft PhiloTo* 
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jhy^ as well as found ibivinity, that genmne Ini^ 
milit^ is the croc foil in which: all the other virtocs 
BMift be planted, and in which alone they can thrive 
and grow up to their fall maturity and perfedion. 

A& humilir^ has fuch an extenfive influence on alt 
^e other virtues, as it is fuch a finndamental article 
ill the moral fyftem of the g<^pel, and fo little r^ard* 
od, if not entirely omitted in other fyftems of mora- 
lity, eitbci: antient or modern, not copied from it ; 
allow me to iUuftrate further what has been («d, by 
contrafting with it a charaAer formed in a differeac 
6r rather opposite way. Let us fuppofe a man, (and 
many fiich there are), who never ferioufly attended 
to the truth of his nature and condition, who has 
never reflietSbed in earneft, that he is on a level witb 
the lo weft of mankind in all important refpeds, and 
who never &k any humbling impreffions of hhnfelf; 
bat wbofe attention in the courfe of his education, 
has bten turned to the contemplation of the dignity* 
of human nature, the intrmfic excellence of the more 
iMking virtues, and upon the renown and glory they 
faring along with them wherever they appear : what 
will be the natural effeds of fuch a habit of thinking ? 
No doubt the perfon will feet a high ardor for moral 
qualities, adibns and cbaraders of a certain kind 
and order : He will exprefs great admiration of them, 
and on lome occafions be witt exhibit them in his 
' oonduA : But the mere private and te& fiiowy vir* 
tues, will excite in him Httle ardor or admiration : 
Vanity, felf^concdt and contempt of others, will 
fecretly mingle with his beft adions, and evtn; break 
CRit in fome degree, and in fome inftances. As felf*Iove 
and felf-will, have not been fobdued, by impreflions 
and habits of humility, they will tranfgrefs their juft 
bounds, and lutp the man, in fome d^rec, undei^ the 
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'dominion of k\f\(h and unfriendly paffions. Sevei'al 
real and important virtues will be very weak, or in* 
tirely wanting, fuch as piety, equity of difpofition, 
xnoderation *of mind in profperity, patience in ad- 
verfity, and contentment with his condition and lot 
in life. And thus the charader becomes veiy mixed 
and imperfeA. He will indeed on fome occafions put 
the more fplendid kind of virtues in practice, but 
thcfe will be only like jetts of water from a muddy 
and corrupted well, which tho' they appear clear and 
bright, by the reflexion of the fun-beams while they 
pafs thro' the air, yet they really carry along with 
them, a mixture of the mud and corruption of the 
bottom, from which th^ were rais'd. Thus I 
bope it appears, that it is a matter of real impor* 
tance; that we inculcate the morality of the golpel» 
on the principles of tha gofpel, and in the manner 
and order it di reds. 

Time will not allow me to treat more particu* 
larly the importance of enforcing the moral duties 
of life, from the peculiar motives Divine Revela* 
tion fuggcfts. Let us ftudy human nature, and 
ftudy the dodrines of the Gofpel, and we fliali 
find that they tally to one another. And as, in 
this ftudy, we (hall be employed in that way which 
our duty and the propriety of our charadler requires, 
fo we fhall find the true (ources of Chriftian oratory 
will oj^cn thcmfelves to our view. 

To conclude, let us who arc the Minifters of the 
Gofpel, beware of fatisfying ourfelves, with admi* 
ring and extolling the excellency of the Gofpel mo* 
rality; but let it be our chief care, to copy the per* 
feft pattern of our great Mafter, in all the virtues 
of his life, and efpccially in that mecknefs and 
humility which he exemplified in the charadter of 
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an inftruAor, and has enjoined us to imitate \n the 
fame charaAer. Learn ofjne^ fays he, fcr I am 
meek and lowly in heart. ^He manifeftcd the full 
power of this bleffed difpqfitiop, in that unruliied 
fweetnefs and mildnefs,. with \yhich he bore the 
flownefs of underllandjng, the unbelief, and the 
many weakneffes pf his o\vn difciplcs, as well as 
all the outrages and provocations of his moft in- 
veterate enejnies. As nieckncfs ought to adorn our 
whole behaviour, fo it fhould particularly (hine 
forth in our public, and even in our private in- 
ftruftions. A fmall degree of acquaintance with the 
world, and of infight into humap nature, will con- 
vin<:eus that eyery thing unfrienfljy, every thing biting 
^d G^tyricali every tincture of the four and angry 
paifions appearing in our fentimcnts, qur wprds, or 
even our manner and gellurc ; as it is contrary to 
the meek fpirit of the Gofpel and its author, fo it 
jnult hurt th^ good eiFecl of the bed inftruftions 
we can give; Injlrua^ IJiys the Apoftle, tbofe wio 
fppofe ihemfelvfs in m^eknefs. t-et us be particular- 
ly careful to chcrifli kind, friendly and candid 
thoughts anc) deiigns towar(|s oiir brethren ; and keep 
fit the utmoft diftance from a}l ungenerous, or un- 
jtifl infinuations, which tend tp leJpTen their chara^er 
or ufefulnefs : Let qs always be fo much on our guard 
4s never to fpeak a word, or write a line, that can 
mark the leaft departure from the kind, meek and 
candid fpirit pf pur holy religion : If wc are not, i^hc 
more djlcerning part of mankind, at Jeaft, will con- 
flude, that our hearts mult be under very bad dif- 
ppline, when wc cannot, during the tiipc of thecoma 
poiitiqn, or delivery of a fermon, fppprefs the work* 
ings of the little, the felfilh, and party paflions: Be- 
iidcs, they wijl J3e apt to lay, and ppt without 
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ibme foundation, that tho' the fpcakcr or writer in* 
tended, indeed, only to draw a pivHure of others, not 
at all to their advantage, yet he hath really drawn a 
truer and blacker one of his own heart. 

In like majiner, let us imitate the humility of our* 
great Mafter : In order to this, we muft watch over 
our own tempers, left we infenfibly fet too great a 
value on our ftation, our parts, our learning or la* 
bours ; and at the fame time, we muft watch over 
our behaviour, fo that true humihry may difcover 
itfelf in our intercourfe with all ranks of me^, the 
loweft as well as the higheft» As the lower claifes* 
of men muft always compofe the greateft part 
of the body of mankind, whom we are called to 
joftrud ; if we contemn thofe for whom our in- 
ftrudions and labours are principally defigned, we 
can never difcharge our duty to them with faith- 
fulnefs orfuccefs. It ought -further to be confidered,' 
that our humility ought to appear in the manner in 
which we hold and deUver our fentiments and o* 
pinions. There is a pulpit modefty, which is very 
beautiful and engaging ; as there is a pulpit pride, 
exttemely difagreeable and difgufting : Nothing can 
make a more odious appearance than pride preaching 
up humility, and a man defcribing himfelf as exceed- 
ing little, when it plainly appears he has an idea of 
himfelf as exceeding great. In order to prefervc a 
proper modefty as to our notions and fentiments a- 
bout things of doubtful difputation, and the circum- 
ftantials of religion, and to abate that pofitivenefs in 
our own way, which is fo oppofite to real humility, 
and which leads us to complain of the pride of 
other men's underftandings, when there is no other 
reafon for the charge, than that they cannot adopt 
Pur notions or phrafes j let us fcrioufly aik ourfelves 

the 
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the foUowing queftions. Can I pretend to i clearer 
tinderftanding, to a more diligent and impartial in« 
^uiry into revelation, or to greater degrees of Divine 
illamination, than all others who di^r in opinion 
from me ? What grounds have I to imagine I am in 
the full poflcflion of all divine truths ? Do I not 
acknowledge that I may err i What fecurity then 
have I that I do npt adually err, in fome initaftces, 
amidft the multitude of opinions which 1 hold? 
May I not be in a miftake, nay, in many miftakes, 
tho' I am not confcious of the particular inftances ? 
Is there not ground to expeft that the admiflion 
into the regions of perfcft light, will prove not only 
an enlargement, but a correction of former views, to 
men of the wtfeft, beft, and faireft minds i Such que* 
(lions ferioufly put, and urged upon our own con- 
fciences, in (ilence and retirement, and under the 
awful impreflion of the prefence of the Great 
Searcher of hearts, would naturally check that 
prefumptuous confidence, that our own particular 
views are certainly right, which is fo comnlon in 
the world, and fo frequently accompanied with that 
wratb of man^ which never werks the righteoufnefs 
df God. Such ferious foliloquies, would lead us to 
fufpeft, that we are departing from the meeknefs 
and humility of the Gofpel fpirit, when wc aU 
low ourfclves to think, and to fpeak hardly of o- 
thers, becaufe they do not fee every thing juft in 
the' fame light with us, or have not freedfonv to 
exprefs tfiemfelves in our phrafes, which arc 
perhaps not only unfcriptural, but were unknown 
in the Chriftian Church for many centuries, and 
can claim no better, nor higher original, than 
the dregs of the Scholaftic Philofophy. There 
m^y be phrafes not ftri<5lly Scriptural, which muft be 

acknowledged 
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